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on th:>
]'nvest:l.;:'atlm of an Accident Inwolv'mrr Lireraft
During a Local Instruction Flight

Instructor Edward Joseph Hodde and his student, Dean Kenneth Elhson,
were fatally m]ured in an accident which cceurrcd ePproumatel_f 2% miles -
south of the Municipal Airport, Ias Vegas, NHew Mexico, about 12:55 p.in. on:.
November 2, 1943. {odde age ,2 held a commercial pilot certificate with
s],rwirl—unglne land, O~ 8L haps, a&nd f1ight instructor ratings. He had flowm. .
spproximately 456 solo liours, 322 of which were in the type airplane mvolvcd '
Ellison, a War Training Service Maval trairnee, head flown approximd tely 22 du-.
al and 7 solo hours, The airerait, a Taylorcrafi BC12-65, NC 33907, ownéd by
the Defense Plant Corporation and oc:mp operaled by Biblsa!s F""ﬁng Sprv:u,e, o
was demolished. 2

Hodde an.d[ Ellison, equipped with parachutns, took off from the ‘éum.cmal
Advport about 12:40 p.m. on 2 local instruction flight. fApproximately 10 min.
utes later another instructor observed the aireraft in a spin. Recovery was:
effected around 200C feet asbove the terrain snd when last scen by him the
plane was climbing normally., It wac nexi observed by a ranch hand at an eshi-
mated ~ltitude of about 3000 fzet, in & spin. He stated that when the plane -
had completed about threc turns of a right spin, "the tail secoemed to come down
and it startsd turming slower " After making six or more turns it disappeared
behind rising terrain snd a cloud of dust wus seen to rise from the scene of
the accident. The ranch hand stated thai he watched planes practicing spins
almost daily and that whils the start of the spin in ffdunt-' on appeared normal
"it flattened out and the tail came dovm znd.it turned sliower. This is th
first one I have seen do this slow t.lrn;.ng spin.® e

Examination of the wreckaga, d_hc:c_._osva ne vz.dance of i‘;xllu_le of mny F
of the aircraft prior to the accident. There was.no indication that the :
craft had moved from the point of impact.  Scme evidence of ‘rotation to the
right was indicated by the condition of 'thu right wing. and distortion of
fus elag It is evident that the airplane strack. thf‘ ground i‘latl;-, it
right wing and nose down at an angle of about 19°, The landing gear-and 1
half of the cabin members of the fuselage were coa_agqed in a manner that-
dicated vertical descent of the airplanc while it wes spinning in a compara-

: ‘tlvelv level attitude., The engine crankcase. s partlall;{ imbeddsa in tha :
ground and at the sae relative angle es the eabine The marmer in which tha'
: prm:mller was broker indicated that 13%tle or no. power vas bf:"'flg aevclspecl
- the time of impact. The exient of damage was such iiat it was JJZK)OHS_LblB to
';determln\, whether tha elevator and rudder co n‘brolo Had be@n rigged in & mame:
~that wounld have contributed to the spin, or w‘%t*x-r the "airplant 1oa¢mg o0
ditions were within ihke most rearvard - conter of: gra'n.ty limitations. The: .
- Weather wes ideal for comtact flying end the Fuel sapply was ample. Tarraln
in the vlcln:l.tv of the accident (GSGO Tegt- atmve_ sea level) w5 suitable
-2 safe landing, There was no indicalion that-el,ﬂmr the, ,nstruc bor or. stuie
-'_.V"-had made an at.tL.mpt to uso. 'hheir naruchuteq S Pl Il




- -
o

canse of this zccident was the undetermined condition
atively flet attitude, from whick
wth the ground.

_ The probahls
¢aused the nirplane to spin in a compar
‘pilot was unable Lo recover before irpact 3

RY THE BOARD

/s/ Fred A, Tocmbs

Secratary




